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january dart meetings offered unique view of pennsylvania’s dairy feed industry
Participants Also Learned About Legal Options for Livestock Mortality Disposal

HARRISBURG – Five Pennsylvania feed mills hosted dairy sales and service representatives as part of the Pennsylvania Dairy Task Force’s Dairy Advocacy and Resource Team, or DART, meetings last month.  Organized by the Center for Dairy Excellence, participants toured the feed facilities and learned more about the feed supply side of the dairy business. 

“Our goal was to give DART attendees a first-hand view of the leading suppliers of feed and nutrition in Pennsylvania’s dairy industry,” said John Frey, executive director of the Center for Dairy Excellence. “These four organizations are industry leaders, and the facility tours showcased outstanding people, products and resources available to our dairy producers. We are grateful to these dairy feed and nutrition organizations for hosting this round of DART meetings.”

The dairy feed facilities that hosted the meetings included:
· Cargill Animal Nutrition in Lebanon, Pa., which has a robotic bagging system. The bagging system represents new technology in the forefront of the feed industry.
· Pennfield Feeds in South Montrose, Pa., one of several Pennfield locations in the state. This feed mill supports customers in New York and New Jersey, purchasing much of its feed from local growers. 
· Kramer Feed Mill in Sunbury, Pa., the largest supplier of organic grain in Pennsylvania. The facility is strategically located to provide organic grains to customers in the Mid-Atlantic region, moving grain as far south as Georgia. 
· Cumberland Valley Cooperative in Shippensburg, Pa., one of the oldest farmer-owned cooperatives in Pennsylvania. Still an independent feed mill, Cumberland Valley Cooperative serves customers across south-central Pennsylvania.
· Cargill Animal Nutrition in Martinsburg, Pa., was recently awarded the national “Feed Mill of the Year” award for its commitment to safety and technology.
After touring the feed mill facilities, DART participants received an update on commodity market forecasts and learned more about composting dead livestock. 
Feed industry analysts shared how grain markets changed over the past year and the role ethanol production is playing in the current corn price forecasts. While world grain stocks continue to build since 2007, they are still at very low levels when compared to the 30-year average. 

Cargill Animal Nutrition Regional Merchandising Manager Kevin Campbell explained how corn demand exploded in recent years, while planted corn acres continue to swing each year. His forecast showed projected corn acres planted in 2009 to drop to 82.7 million acres, down from 86 million in 2008 and 93.6 million in 2007. 

Representatives from Penn State Cooperative Extension and the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture discussed the changes in livestock mortality management driven by new federal regulations. The regulations will make the rendering process much more expensive and impractical as a method of disposing of dead livestock. In fact, many rendering service providers have announced they will no longer take deadstock once the new regulations go into effect later this month.

Penn State’s Dr. Greg Martin and state veterinarians Dr. John Roberts and Dr. Elizabeth Santini explained the remaining legal options of deadstock disposal in Pennsylvania. Those include composting, burial and incineration. 
“No matter what method the producer uses, the animal must be disposed of within 48 hours after death,” Martin explained.

Incinerators are expensive to operate, leaving burial and composting the two most practical options for dairy producers to consider.  
“When done right, composting can be a very efficient and practical method of handling your deadstock,” Roberts said. “Large cattle can take up to six months to break down, while young calves will take less than three months. The biggest issues are making sure the compost pile is not near any water sources, sink holes or other wet areas, and that there is at least two feet of a carbon source completely covering all sides of the carcass.”

A brochure to help dairy farmers understand the legal options for deadstock disposal is available through the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Ombudsman program. Producers can also visit Penn State’s composting Web site at http://Composting.cas.psu.edu. Links to the Web site and brochure can be found on the center’s Web site at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org. Click on “Industry Rep.,” then on “See DART Meeting Summary,” or call 717-346-0849 for more information.
###
The Center for Dairy Excellence is an initiative of the Department of Agriculture and was launched in January 2004 by Governor Edward G. Rendell. Bringing together people from more than 40 different dairy organizations in Pennsylvania, the Center’s mission is to enhance the profitability of the dairy industry by empowering people, creating partnerships, and increasing the availability and use of resources. Learn more about the Center at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org.
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