
JOEL KRALL 
Furnace Hill Holsteins, Lebanon 
Lebanon County 
Joel is a partner in Furnace Hill 
Holsteins, a 135-cow dairy that he 
and Tim Crouse established in 2008. 
Furnace Hill owns the animals, rents 
the farm and buys feed from Joel’s 
parents who own the land.  

How he has used the center: Joel 
and Tim have worked with the center 
to establish a dairy profit team for 
their farm. They’ve also used the 
LGM for Dairy insurance program.   
 “The profit team has allowed us 
to sit down together with our vet, 
nutritionist, accountant and facilita-
tor, and it has helped us bring out-
side perspectives into our business,” 
says Tim.  
 “As young and beginning  
farmers, we utilized the LGM for 
Dairy program because we felt we 
were more at risk than established 
farmers. That decision continues to 
be more and more of a blessing as 
the milk price continues to stay  
depressed.” 

The role of the center: “As the 
dairy industry continues to become 
more competitive, it is not enough to 
just be a great dairyman,” Joel says. 
 “Dairy farmers today need to 
manage employees, work with envi-
ronmental regulations, transition 
between generations, stay on the 
cutting edge of technology and  
efficiency tools, utilize risk  
management tools and still produce a 
high quality product The center 
gives us tools we need to better  
manage our businesses.  
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