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CENTER FOUNDATION AND DAIRYMEN’S AWARD SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
$30,000 awarded for undergraduate education scholarships
Harrisburg, Pa. – The Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation and Pennsylvania
Dairymen’s Association selected ten undergraduate students as recipients of the 2018
Student Leader Scholarship awards. Each of the recipients will receive a $3,000
scholarship to support their undergraduate studies to pursue a career in the dairy
industry.
“We are eager with the overall quality of this year’s applicants, and these ten
individuals exemplify the caliber of leaders we need as dairy’s next generation here in
Pennsylvania,” said Jayne Sebright, executive director of the Center for Dairy
Excellence.
Pennsylvania Dairymen’s Association Executive Director David Smith adds, “The
Dairymen's Association is committed to helping our future dairy leaders develop skills
and education to positively impact our state’s dairy industry. We look forward to
seeing the future accomplishment of this outstanding group of students.”
This scholarship was designed to recognize, encourage and financially assist superior
students enrolled in dairy related academic programs. Eight of the scholarships have
been generously funded by the Pennsylvania Dairymen’s Association, with the other
two funded by the Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation.
This year’s recipients include:
Abby Sterner, who is a senior studying dairy science at Delaware Valley University.
Growing up on a dairy farm of Brown Swiss cows, Abby is the daughter of Karen and
Jonathan Sterner of Barto, Montgomery County. This summer, she is interning on
Brook-Corner Holsteins through the Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation On-Farm
Internship Program. Abby plans to use the experiences she gains on her internship to
pursue her future career goal as a dairy herd manager and continue raising and
showing Brown Swiss from her family’s farm. As an FFA member and 10-year 4-H
member, Abby also plans to give back to 4-H and hopes to someday become a 4-H
leader to help others have an incredible 4-H experience like she had growing up.
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Danielle Varner, who is a senior studying dairy science at Delaware Valley
University. Growing up on a 330 milking-cow dairy farm, Danielle is the daughter of
Dean and Donna Varner of Shirleysburg, Huntingdon County. Danielle has been a past
On-Farm Intern through the Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation On-Farm
Internship Program and takes pride in her leadership roles at Delaware Valley
University as the Dairy Society President and the upcoming 4-H/FFA Dairy Judging
Contest Co-Chair. Upon graduation, Danielle plans to pursue a career as a calf/heifer
herdsman and continue her passion for promoting the dairy industry by becoming one
of the chair members for the PA Ayrshire Association.
Drew Walton, who is a junior studying animal science at The Pennsylvania State
University. Growing up on the Walton Farm of 850 milking-cows, Drew is the son of
Matthew and Shala Walton of Cochranville, Chester County. Drew is heavily involved
at Penn State as a volunteer at the Animal Science Lab, a member of the Dairy
Science Club and a member of the Reproduction Research Team. Though research is
not his end goal, he considers the opportunity to work in research as a once-in-a-life
time opportunity, hoping to one day take what he learns and conduct his own
research on his family farm. Ultimately, Drew plans to go back to the family farm and
become a partner in the family business.
Jaydyn Isiminger, who will be a freshman studying animal science at The
Pennsylvania State University, Erie Campus. Growing up on a dairy farm, Jaydyn is
the daughter of Junia and Michael Isiminger of Union City, Crawford County. Jaydyn is
very active in and out of school. In high school, she was a member of the National
Honor Society, FFA and varies sports. Outside of school, Jaydyn is an active member
of her local 4-H club, serving as the reporter, vice-president and president positions
over her 11 years of membership. After completing her undergraduate degree, she
plans to pursue higher education to become a large animal vet.
Jenna Metzler, who is a sophomore studying business and accounting at The
Pennsylvania State University, Altoona Campus. Growing up on her family’s sixth
generation dairy farm, Jenna is the daughter of Troy and Jennifer Metzler of
Martinsburg, Blair County. Jenna was an active member of FFA and 4-H, excelling in
both programs as the President of her FFA Chapter and for placing 4th out of 108
participants at the World Dairy Expo Dairy Judging Competition as part of the
Pennsylvania 4-H Dairy Judging Team. After completing her undergraduate degree,
Jenna plans to take the Business Manager role on her family’s dairy farm, grow their
farm tour business and continue educating the public about dairy food safety through
her role on the family farm.
Kelly MacRae, who is a junior studying animal science at The Pennsylvania State
University. Growing up on her family’s dairy and beef farm, Kelly is the daughter of
Robert and Sherry MacRae of Grove City, Mercer County. As a Penn State student, she
is involved with the PSU STEM Club and is the treasurer for the Dairy Science Club.
Kelly is also a recipient of the Ann Wannasack Award, a past Student Leader
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Scholarship recipient and a current Intern at the Waddell’s Farm through the Center
for Dairy Excellence Foundation On-Farm Internship Program. After graduation,
Kelly plans to put her recent internship experience to practice as she transitions into
owning her own farm someday.
Madison Weaver, who will be a freshman studying animal science at The
Pennsylvania State University, Berks Campus. The daughter of Fred and Tammy
Weaver, Madison grew up in Ephrata, Lancaster County. Madison has been heavily
involved in her local dairy princess program since she was eight, currently serving as
Lancaster County dairy ambassador and has been chosen to represent Pennsylvania at
the 2018-2019 Miss American Angus Pageant. Additionally, Madison remains very
active in her 4-H club which has led her to her most recent accomplishment of
becoming the President for the Pennsylvania Junior Holstein Association. Madison
plans to pursue a degree in agronomy upon graduation.
Nicole Guise, who is a sophomore studying agriculture science and extension
education at The Pennsylvania State University, York Campus as a member of the
Schreyer Honors College. The daughter of Denton and Amy Guise, Nicole grew up in
Spring Grove, York County. Nicole’s list of accomplishments impressively shows her
commitment to learning and exploring all parts of agriculture to one day be an
agriculture teacher and FFA leader. In the past she was a Distinguished Junior
Member, was a member of the winning team for the Startup Challenge, was accepted
to the Graham Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership and lead a Squash Hunger
Project that raised over 2,000 pounds of food for their local food banks and was
recognized on a state level by Secretary, Russell Redding.
Stephanie Takitch, who is a senior studying animal science and business
management at The Pennsylvania State University. Growing up on her family’s dairy
farm, Stephanie is the daughter of Thomas and Tammy Takitch in Latrobe,
Westmoreland County. As a student who works and lives at the Penn State Dairy
Barns, Stephanie enjoys this unique opportunity to provide tours to the public while
furthering her dairy knowledge. Currently, Stephanie is an Intern at the Zug Family
Farm through the Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation On-Farm Internship Program
and plans to take back the methods and ideologies she has learned to her home
county where she hopes to be a dairy herd manager upon graduation.
Yvonne Longenecker, who will be a freshman studying food science at The
Pennsylvania State University. Growing up on a dairy farm, Yvonne is the daughter of
Douglas and Yvette Longenecker in Williamsburg, Blair County. Currently, Yvonne is
the 2017-2018 Pennsylvania Dairy Princess and she served many leadership roles in
high school such as Vice-President of the National Honor Society, President of the
Central Cove FFA and an active student council member. Additionally, Yvonne has had
the honor of being a Pennsylvania Delegate that was sent to Madison, Wisconsin for
the National 4-H Dairy Conference. Yvonne plans to pursue a career producing and
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developing new dairy products that will satisfy the tastes of all consumers, hoping to
make a difference for the dairy community.
Selection of the scholarship winners was based on the completed application within
the following criteria: academic performance; apparent commitment to a career
related to the dairy industry; evidence of leadership, character and integrity; and
application compliance.
To
learn
more
about
the
Student
Leader
Scholarships,
visit
www.centerfordairyexcellence.org and click on “Scholarships” under the “Student &
Educator” tab. For more information on how to support the scholarship fund within the
Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation of Pennsylvania, click on “Our Foundation”
under “About the CDE.”
Questions regarding the 2018 Student Leader Scholarship Program should be referred
to Brittany Haag, dairy education programs manager with the Center for Dairy
Excellence
Foundation,
by
phone
at
717-346-0849
or
via
email
at
bhaag@centerfordairyexcellence.org.
###
Established in 2010, the Center for Dairy Excellence Foundation of Pennsylvania is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit, tax deductible organization that is Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
approved. The foundation was created to develop and support programs for both the Center
for Dairy Excellence and other Pennsylvania dairy organizations which educate, cultivate, and
inspire a thriving and sustainable Pennsylvania dairy industry. Learn more about the
foundation at centerfordairyexcellence.org.

IMAGES:
Abby Sterner

Drew Walton

Center for Dairy Excellence ▼2301 North Cameron St. ▼ Harrisburg, PA 17110 ▼717-346-0849 ▼www.centerfordairyexcellence.org

Danielle Varner

Jenna Metzler

Jayden Isiminger

Kelly MacRae

Center for Dairy Excellence ▼2301 North Cameron St. ▼ Harrisburg, PA 17110 ▼717-346-0849 ▼www.centerfordairyexcellence.org

Madison Weaver

Nicole Guise

Stephanie Takitch

Yvonne Longenecker

Center for Dairy Excellence ▼2301 North Cameron St. ▼ Harrisburg, PA 17110 ▼717-346-0849 ▼www.centerfordairyexcellence.org

